
United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
. AND 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

. . ~ .. . 
ECO'NOMIC COMMISSION FOR ASIA 

AND THE FAR EAST 

Third session 
.... ... .. : . ' ., ~ . .- . ------- ·-------

Nations Unies 

CONSEIL 
. · ECONOMIQUE 
ET.SOCIAL · 

UNRESTRICTED .::· 

E/CN.ll/88* 
7 May 1948 

;ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

SURVEX OF TEE ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION OF THE SPECIAL 

COMMISSIONER IN sou'TH • EAST ASIA 

(Prepared by· the Secretariat) 

The Commission at its SECOND SESSION at BAGUIO (24 November to 

6 December 1947) passed the ·following resolutions: 

• , 
11HA.VING CONSIDERED Paper E/CN .11/36 concerning relations 

botucron EC.liFE and the Eco~omic ·Organization of the Special 

• Commiss:tonor. in S(mth Eas·~ Asia and 

, APPROVING .the recomnie1i.dations contained therein· 

RESOLVES that the Execut.ive • Secretary be instructed to .put 

into·.effect the recommendations· contained in that Paper"; 

(E/606,-. page :,4) . 
One of ,the recommendations. contained in Pap·er E/CN ~11/36 reads: 

. l 1Hhat appears to be required in the first. p:j.ace • is a detailed · 

survey of the 1-10:r.k done by the Special Commissioner's Economi'c • 

Organizatic;m in ordor to ensure that duplication between the ;tuo 

organizations is avoided!!, 

To .implement this rec~ramendation a survey of the Spec:t~:?,. Commissioner's 

Economic .-Organiza:t•~OJ?; Jras carr;i.ed .out between 28 January .and ·· l February·. 

·As ·a· result of that survey tlie:, follo11ing paper has been prepared.-

';l,. The Economic Organization of the Special Con:mi~sio:ier in• South East 

Asia· consists .. of: 

• {a) . Tile 1-!')n·~h.ly ·.I,ia:1.s:,n Officers•· ?,le.,st:1.ugs a~tended by. 

reprosen:tativos of .neighbour.ing t\3rritories, viz. Burma, Ceylon, • 

Federati_on , of Maley9,. Fre::1ch lndo--China, Hong· Kong,·· rn~in, • Hoi:herlands 

East Indies, North 13orµeo, · SaraJ1ak, .. Siem. and .. Singapore.· • Unofficial' 

,·.·· •:; ••"'::•-~:,_.,.~~ '"'' j-"·'~} '.
1
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. ::;ohqciwei·s representing the G.:,vernments of Chin9., the Philippines 

and the United States alr.o attend. 

(b) The Econolilic Department of the Special C.o:rumissioner's Office. 

2. The Economic Departmont ccEisists <.'f a Head of the Depart:nent, an 

Economic Sccrotar-y, Advisers on Agricul·~m:e, Fis1'.e::·iea;, Foc:-d; I·hrt;rition 

and Statistics (the Fisheries AdYiscr has bi~n ~e~,:rn~~~- t -o· t~~,-~:~;~-;t~~~t 
from the United Nations Food a1:d Agriculture Organiz~tion), thr:~·/ ·:::· 

Assistants dealing 1rith ce1·eals ar1c'.. rice, edible oils m1d coal-, ancJ.= :. :,.::­

shi:p:ping respectively 1 and the head cf the Economic Intelligence Section. 
. - -·' - . . . .. ,. 

These officers . are assisted by ti .~e usual clerical staff'. The Food 
~• I • •' • : • , - , ~ . • . • • • 

Adviser is at 'prosc:..it aJ.so ar;ting as Head of ·i;he J)cpar'vment. 

3. The function of the Advisers.is to advise: 

(a) the Special C.orunissione'.l." mid; 

(b) uhen invited to do so, territories represented at the 

· :Lia'ison Officers' meetings. 

They have also played a large part in organizing the various c·onfe~ndes 

convened by the Special Com.1dssioner after previous discussion at the 

Liaison 'Office:cs I Meetings: Preliminary Food Conference (26 ·to 

28 M::1rch 1946), Food (J.5 to 17 April 1946), Nutrition (13 to ·18 May 1946), 

Fisheries (6 to· 8 JaJiuary 1947), Social,Wel.fare (23 ta 26· August 1947) 

and Statistics· (27 to 30 J'anua:ry 1948). 
4. Tho .Rico· and.Cereals Assistant is mainly c,Jncer11ed· with the 'preparation 

and supervision of monthly shipping programmes from -South East-'A~ia sources 

to .irnpicmon-€" the; :/ ice allocations . made twice : a ·year itf Washington by the 

International Eme'rgcncy Food Cc·;:nmi ttee of 'the United Nations Food c1ncl 

AgrictUture ·Organizatio1{. This involves determining how :f'af tb:l ;; 

availabilities of rice ,f':rom Sotith••East Asia sources in any giv(.;n: 'inOnth 

will :permit the fulfilling of the allocations fr-cm these sou;.•ces: .. : The 

• • -result is ··.o.ipros·scd • as a • percentage ·onti tlcment which -is distributed among 

. cJ..aima:nt to.'rritories -·in pr,)ro·rtion to .their allocations. Temporary·'•~'::· 

switchDs fi'.qm.. 6no tcrr.itory to anothei 'to :m~et "spo·b ci·:ttical C'onclitions 11 

< arc arranged by. COllll110n· 8,gi~bemont at. the·· 1:t:)).'.l'~I',.lj,- ' '.i:,:a•.i.s<m;..·Cffi~e2.·:.J'f"Moetir;gs 

l1hich consider the d1·uft sr..ipping progrn1rmes. T:iese are the'n':isti:bmittid 

to the I.E .-FJG'. ·.Ri~.a:·SU::):";'·C·1.:itlll!litt'ee.•of'·:··t1i~·.:ur!i tect:n~t:fo11s·,:Food: and! :' 

Agl.'.ieuituro Organization, .the :sub..:.dorrimittciu~· fue~t::lng. · in Singapore-· tisually 

),··' :, · tvo • days,_,art.cr the ,Lii;iis'.o.n Officcis, •. arid~ t ·ts· Se'Ct~fary ,be:ing .. ·t1ie . ..fHce and 

. Gqrca1(3.·;\ssistant· of:1the,.-,Special :Commissione!''/F; X :;·:--:•.< • ··;.' ·: . :[.,.· 

5. After approval by the I.E ,F oC. Rice Sub-Comrni ttee, shipping .. ... ... .. .... •• 

?rraµgcme:ntq- fol:' -:tne_,f1.,:.lfiUmeht -of': ·those·pn:,grainrrlea -:·S:re;,made :bydhe ' .. 

Ship:ping Assistant' who prepares for circulatton ·to all cdn'c~;n~a: ,ttekly 

:sittia-tfion reports showing progress made in fulfillment, and arrangements 

in hand. /6. The 
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6. The imp:,:rt requirements of South"Eas·c Asia are collated by the Coal 

and. Edible Oils Assistm'it wl10 arrenges for: tlie • allocation of coal: 

(a) by direct negotiat1.on· ,rith the Go~ernment c,f :India; 

(b) by negotiatio:i through Ris Majesty's Goverii.n1ent w1 th Supreme 

Commander of the Alliecl Powern i:n Japan; 

(c) by liaison w:i.th the.Lor.don Coal Committee. 

Rocommcmd.ations for allocation of eclible oils within thiG a:Ns. are also 

discussed and. agreed. ::it these meetings. 
I 

7. Ohtor subjects discunsed at the Liaison Officers' Meetings incluae 

the su~ply, from one territory to mioth3r ,Ji.thin the area, of other 

foodstuffs and of induceme:it goo.is, a(!l'icul. tural equipment and supplies, 

rolling stoc!m, etc., the state of Il.ut1◄:l.tion in territories represented, 

the l)rogress of the f,)od. d1◄ive to ix1ci,eaoo acruages u11a:er cultivation 

and · yields, disinfostation mcas1.xre3 to :prevent the deterioration of 

su~plics and so on .. 

8... The 11ork cf the Economic rr1telligoncc Section includes ec.itL'lg the 

Monthly Economic Bulletin of the Special Cornnrissio:ner. This Bulletin 

largely consists of ntatistics i'elcvant to the work of the Economic 

Department. Tho Section is further ~onoe:rned with the compilation of 

statistical tables a:id charts required for internal purpories by the 

Department a.s Secretariat of the Liaison Officers t Meeting, and the 

collaticn of economic i::-itelligence ,iith a view to answering requests for 

information from other brenches of the department or from territories. 

9. Between the date on which this survey was carried ·out and the date on 

,-1hich the third session of ECAFE will assemble, what was r,rcviously the 

Economic Dcpar·tmcnt ofutho Special Cornmissionerts Economic Organization 

will ha:ve become lmcwn as the Economic Department of the Commissioner 

Ge110ral 1 s Econor;1ic Organization. Its Hoad has been given the title of 

Director of Economic Activities. The composit.ion of the Department and 

the titles of its other officials remain unchanged and are as shown 

in the preceding paragra!)hs of this survey. 

10. The Organization with which the ECAFE is :i.n working relations is 

therefore now called t:1e Commiss:l.oner-Gcueral 's Economic Organization 

11hich co110ists of: 

(a) 

(b) 

The Monthly Liaison Officers' r.Ieetings (vlde na.ragraph 1 (a) above); 
' -

The Co!11lllissionor-Gene:tal' s Economic Department. 

11. From the preceding paragraphs it is clear that· save :pass ibly in the 
• collection and dissemination of statistic,3 and in the organizing of regional. 

conferences there is no risk of duplication _as between ECAFE and the 

SpeciaJl. . Commissioner• s (now the CoIP.miss ioner-General 1 s) Economic Organization. 

/other 
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Other functions of the org,:miznticm. a~a eEher executive or- ones -which the 

organization is pt-n:·ticu:i.a~dy wcJJ. ecj_uip:pecl to lJG::.fc1.n ,-rith its highly 

specialized advisory :::taff. In nei -t;her case c.o t,hc:se funct1.ons duplicate 

ECAFE' s much 1-1id.er co-ordi:1at:l.ng onfls to which they a:ce corJpler.1entary. 

12. Hhen the ECAFE SGc1·etariat is in a position -t,:, implement . fully .the 

"Resolution on Statistical and E~on0mic Docume~1tation Work" (E/CN .11/63) 

adopted at the Com.ro.ission's scco~d i::ession. it shouJ.d be possible for most 

cf the statistical work at prace~t 'l:ndertaken by the Commissioner-General's 

Economic Organization to 'Jc taken. eve!' by ECAFE. 

Recn:n.:"rtn:1le.:tio:::i3 ----.--·--··---.. -
13, It is thcrc:\)rc recom.me:nrled that the existing ,10:::-l:ing relations between 

EC/\.FE and the Crn"11u1.ssto1~er~General 's Economic Organization should. be 

maintained, that is to say: 

(a) There should. continue to be 9, lia-lson officer of ECAFE appointed 

·i;o the Office of the Contrrdr;sioner-General ord vice versa . . . 

(b) Both organiza+,i-:ms should continue to exchange the fullest 

doctunontation or1 their respective a~·~ivities. 

( c) Each organizati,~n 1;,:10QJ.d con·:.inue to be represented at important 

meetings convened l'·y t1!e c,ther. 

(d) i'he Conunissioner-General's Economic Organization will eonsult 

with ECAFE bef~re co::iveah1g r-2gional confe:i:enc:es on any particular 

subjects. 

14. It is further recoILmended. that the EJ:ec~.1ti ve Secretary be instructed 

to consult with the Direc-l;or of Economic Activities of the Co:nmissio:ier-
• / 

General I s Ect'.momic Org~nizetion with a view to transferring as soon as 

practicable from the latter organization such stat~sticul work e.s ma.y 

be more conveniently underteken by ECAFE. 




