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.. ORIGINAL:· · EIDLISH* . 

ADDITIONAL INFOlWlrION FRCM .OOVEREME1ffS ON THE- MATrERS · 
INCWLED m TEE REQUEST FOR mOPMATION mED . ON 

TEE PROVISIODAL ·AGlffiDA FOR. ~HE U?UTED m1om .. 
CONFERENCE ON P'REEDCH OP' IEFOEMATION 

Memorondum },y the Secretarz-Generel 

~• .. At it~ ninth eesatan, the Eeana:111c and Social Council requested the 

Secretary-Geneml: "to solicit addit1Clll8l mtormat1011:on the ·JDBt~ers in~luded 

1n the request tor 1nfomat1on bsoed m the provisional esenda of ~ U~ted 

Nations Conference cm Freedom of Intonation f'raa Govermnents includiDs those · 

vhich have either not replied to 1t or have Sl,lppU~d.1.;lcanplete 1nf'91100tion 
{resolution 21'0 B.l (IX)). 
2. ·. 'l'he Seeretary-Oelleral. therefore sollcite~ addit1cmal iJrformat10t1. from 

Ocrrcnnnenta. 

3. Tho- replies received are reproduced herewith except for the 1,nformntion 

vhich vae sent to the Secreto.ry-Genere.l eor~ enouah to be included in a 

separate pub11cat1cm entitled "Freedom of Inf'onnation - A.Compilation" 
ccntain1Jlg the collated replles of' Governments to tho request. · •. 

BEIOitlM · 
t '. 

'('Documentation contined to tho questions particularly related. to the 

fiacal administration ot the Department of Finance) 

iRECEIVEDl . . . 

-.-R-e-pl-1-~s fl'OllL those ;Governme ta vhoae of'f1c1al l8JlgUOge is Fronch, end. replies 
tl'Om ~ose Goveriiments vh;s otticinl l.mlguage is Spanish, hav.J been 
trena1.atp4,t~ ~rP~ text. . · 

f ARCHIVES . 

- /gre.'r.sls..~ed fl"CJCl 
'/ilcN."4/sub.1/107 



. E/CN.4/sub.l/lfY( 
Pase 2, 

Translated t1-am.French 

Excerpt from No. 802 

. , . 
. . ·• 

DIRECT TAXNrION 

DEPARIMEM' 5 

12 Marc:h 1949. Decree or the Regent tuillg the m1JJtmum profits subject· 

to tradille tax ot foreign :t1rms operatina 1n Belgium. 

(Moni teur beJ.se or 3 AJ)rtl 191J9, page 2616) 

IA\.IS, ROYAL DEcm:ES AltD GOVERM~ A~ 

MimSTRY OF FIMNCE 

17 November l9JJ9. Decree of the Be.gent concerning 

rates ot import duty. 

294 CinermtogT8ph film: 

(a) (unchaDged) •••••••••• 
(b) printed but not develol!ed: 

l. negatives •••••••••• 

2. (unc~ed) •••••••• 
(c) developed, silent: 

l. negatives, including lavender prints ••••• 

2. (unchanged) •••••••• 
( d) developed, sound: 

l. negatives, 1nc1ud1J:16 laTender prints ••••• 

2. (uncluulged) •••••••• 

(Excerpt trca. Mon1teur belfie ot 24 November 1949, ?lo. 328) 

Rate an;;eable 

(unchallged) 

Fr. 26. 32 J)er 100 

linear IDetres 

( umhalJged) 

Fr. 26.32 :per 100 

linear metres 

( unchanged) 

Fr. 26.32 i,er 

-100 linear metres 

( uncha.DGed) 



mm.wuc·. J .• - ... · 

. No nav administrative~ legielative or Judicitl .IOOa:aures. have been . . ·'--' . ~i: 
introduced ~ the :f'ield ot Freedom of Infcrmation since ·1 January 1948. .· :·_ , 

ECUAtOR 

(Excerpt tram tho letter of the Minister ~r G~e~ent, Fduardo Sal.azar G6mez, .. _·._, :-r 
to tr.e !r,,vinc1al Cmm~il of tho Third National Congress. ot·,cathollc Workers} .. _: 

0

.: ' _'-" . .. ·. . . .. ' 

■ •• Tho legel situoticn of the 1.ress i:n Ecuador ls as follows: · 

/.r;ic!e J87, i,a.~raph_ ll, cf the Constitution .of tho Republic, :promul.gate_d . . 

i::. l)e10:4•u1· lS~-6, gu3re.ntees the 1Dhab1t&nts of Ecuador 'Freedom_ ~:t' e~:-eas1on· · 

o! +,hi:.,;;.g~t., an'1 of epocch, tbl'oueh tho preaa ~ other means of uttersnce or . 

dil':u.&iu':A, p:-cvie.ed tl".e. t such atatctAel'lts i:mp]J' no abuse I calumny, J'ersonal 

inSUlt, or moar.!ng vhich is 1Jx.m0ral or co:it?'al7 to t..io na.tianal i!ltereats; 

otherwiao tho offend.er shall ~e li~ble to the :pcnaltlea a.na J?rOceodinBs 

preaori'bed. by l~n,•. 'The lav', ad.d.s _the Article, 'ehall govern t:1e e.xe.:-c1se · .· 

of this trcedOIJ., beorin8 ill mnd· t!..tst t.ho ~ ·a1m of Jo'.ll'll8119!ll is' to ,~ 

defend the natio:na.l. intereots rmd that it ccmet1tutes a social serrice worthy , . ·. > 
' . ~· ' 

at the re3r,ect and support ot the stato•. 
"In the section on ~:fences againet reputation, the renal Code dealB with .. 

abuse, which it clo£Jeif'.1ea into libellous end nc:n•libellous abuse, the latter . · 

beillc subdivided into serious and alight. UJider Al.1;icle lt67 tha offence 
' 

of libellous abuse vill be pun1ahed by 1.J4:pri~oiittent and fine -when the act 

iln:puted baa been caunitted. through euch media as 'Wl'itillG, whether printed.· or 

not, and :pictures or sjIUbols, eli,1b1ted, distributed or sold, offered tor ea1.e . 

or eXJ)Osed to public view • . Under Al-ticle 471 the offence of serious non• 

lib-,lloue abuse committed by word or deed, by meano ot writing, pictures or 

Bl"m-bole 1n any ar the way-a mentioned. in Article 467, ldll be ~1ahed by 

imprieor.ment end. fine. under Article 475 ~erao:is who reproduce a'bua!ve 

pamphlets, pictures or aj'lllbols are also guilty or.one or other of the 

various cate130riee of abuse. 
"Denlins with the conduct of lo.vsuits, Part IT 1 :Book 1 1 Chapter 3, . 

of the Penal Code lo;rs dm:n in .Article 981 paragra:ph 51 that charges of 

libellous abu.ee end serious nOll•llbelloua abuse cannot be brouaht by the 

public pJ:"Osecutor; they- must, therefore., 'be the subject of a civil action. 

/"Article 12 

,. 



· E/CN.4/Sttb.l/JD7 
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".Article 12 of the Code at Pen.al Proce<lure :provides that a civil action · 

is an action \.1li.ch deal a vi th the off e:icea specified in Article 98 of the 

· l'enal Code, and mBy only be brotl{;ht by the injured :peraon, hie legal 

·rel'l'esentative or·hie relatives 1n the cases end. conditions ex:pressly 

specif'ied by J.av. U:ldor Article 14, civil action may be instituted only 

~ a charse brought by a private person. 

"Article 349 ~ the aame Code l)rO'Vicles that :persona cOim tti.."lg 1.nfringe:nents 

by ?Jeans of the printed vord rr.ay only be prosecuted throll6h a charge brought 

b7 a pri'vate individual before any of the crilililal Judges in the pi·ovince 

vhere the oftence was ccmc1 tted.1 1n accordance 'W1 th the special in-ocecure laid 

dovn for this type of off'ence." ..... 



. GUA!l'EMAIA 

. . DECREE NO·~ 666. · 

·. , . , .. WHEREAS i't appears to THE CO?nRESS OF THE REFrimJC · OF GUN:iEIW.A . . i 
that certain acts -.m1ch for the :protection or. public order an~ oo,ti~l · • _,., w ' • - ·_ • • ~. • • 

sovorei~ty should be conaic.ered ~a cr:rencea, v.1thout :preJudice· to the _,free . . 

expression of thcU(lht guaranteed by Article 36 of the Great Charter 1 are not .. . "~. . . , : 
at present governed by the Penal Co48; ~cl that further, 1n ord~r to giv~ ·· · ' · 

eff'ect to .the J?rohibitions contained in .Articles 29 and 149 at th~ Constit~ti~ -. : <) 
ot the Republic, it is desirable to prescribe penalties far breach at the said a · . · ;· 

t • . 

artic.les; 

NOW :r:HEIOO'ORE 

THE COltme:SS ti:CRESS AS FOIU)rlS: 
. . - . ·. -

Article l.. Article 126 of the :Penal Coda shall read as follova: · . . 

"Article l26. The tollowine ~rs~a shall be liable to· correctional · 

imprteonment for a term or one years 

l. key poraon COll1111!lll1catug, e::ecutina or l'Ubliahing an order of ,my 

kind leadina to .failure to comply w1 th the lav or se~Of:1Sly cllsturb1ns . ·, . 

' . - . • ,. 

·.•· 

public order or threatenin(t natio::w.l. sove;-e1£;nty; · ·. ·· . ·. .. . . 
2. A.-.,y :person p.tbliehine or cllaaeillin!;\1;1Jlg 'by e::q :means fals~ or : ; . : : . -·. 
distorted navs which seriously disturba:·i,uwc order or threat~ns · · . . .· . 
nat1~ oovereianty; . .. , . . . . . . : : ;-.-- ~· . . 

~- Any persai inciting 'Elllother to f'ail to caml)ly vith the :Lav; and , : . . 

4. I.Dy person .pub.licly1 b1 writinl3 ~ speech~ attempt1fl8 . to ,Ju~t1fy a 

:person cha.reed wfth a . serious otfenc'E,---1n ~epect of hie ·participati~ ,.:: 

therein, Qr . attemptizla to justify a cnmtnaJ offence or,- -~ins t)le · . 

term of his :1lil~s~nt. or ot. the ·pree~r1pt:lan ot . the offence or: · _ . 
i,enalty, _a person conv~cted ar -a serious offence; save _that the ~:f~nce 
made by the accused 1n ~rson or ~hr0118D h~s lavtul advocate 1s expr~~e.ly -

excepted from the forego1Ii6." 
Article 2. Article lZ'{ at the PeD81 Code aball read aa_c followst-_ •. .. -. 

.,Article 127. ArJ7 person·J.ntorvenirJ8 1n·~open contravention oi': the :pr~sions 

ct Articles 29 and 149 at the Constitution of the_ Re:public, 1n pol1t1cs or-_in 

e. JQatt~r relatinato the ornon:izatian· ot labour shall b~-Uable to cor.rectionel. 
1mpris~t for a tem of one year." 

/Art1cle ,. The 

- - - - - - - - - ------~ 
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Article 3 • .. The :penalties prosc1-!bed 'for the cxtteneea defined. 1n Part -,: 

and in :parasraph I or Pert II, :Book II, . o! the Penal. Code may not be 

coz:-.muted. 
To be ieaaed to the E:Xecut1ve for ruoUcation end enforcement.' Given at 

the Palace or the tegielature in Gua\eI:le.l.a, 22 SepteJnber 1949, ;in the fifth 

,ear ar the Be\""olution. 

. (S!e4) MA.RIO M01"TEFOR.l'E TOIEDO, · 

President . .- . 

M. A. RODAS OSCAR A. SIERRA, 

Secretory 

The l!ationnl Pale.ca: GWl~mala, _the wenty-fourth day of September 

nilleteen hundred and forty-nine. .. 

To be p,.bllehed end el'lforced. 

Minister at the Interior, 
CZSAB G. SOLIS 

DmIA 

JtJAlt JOSE AJ!E:{PJ.lj 

No nev e.dm!ni:3t...-e.t1va, leciel£:.t1ve or .judicial. ?neasuroa hnve been 

introduced 1n the field of Freedom of Ini"ormat1 an since 1 January 1948'. · 

~ 

( a.) Since tho previous reply ar the Nethorlenda Government, ea contained 

1n document E/conr .6/9 Annex B, dated 18 Febl"WU7 1948, to tho Re~uest ror .. 
Into?'l:lfltian,. besed en the i,rov1s1oca1 asenda or the United llations Conte~e 

an Freedac or Im'ormation (E/CorS .6/2), no appreciable cl1anc;es were bro\18ht 

about 1n the WetLerlenas • 
. 'rhe Press Emrcency Act., menticnea. in l)8l'BC1"aJ)b l is still in f o:rce, but 

it V1ll be abl"06flted shortl.j'". One cf the remilto v1ll be that the reotrlcticn 

which is mentioned 1n the previous re~ to· questicm 2 c(1) vill be llf_ted. 

!rhe nev Charter tor Eroodcnetilla, Jllentianed in the previous l!ethe:rl.8nds 

rep].J, under I _. 2(a) 1s not .1et rea~. 
The pu-acraph at th~ rrev1aus Netlierland.s :reply under II• 7(b) . 1s to, be 

substituted by the tollovinB: 
In the Netherltmds, the :rollowiDa courses are open to tuturo Joum4lists 

/who · desire a 



' •. :· ~. •- . . 
.,,_ ' ~ 

. ·,. ---· . 
. .' 

who deeire a theoretical as well as a practical tra1ning: · · ·· ' .. ;: .. ,. --· 

1. .. ~smiap Catholic ·Uni~en1tz·-oi ·Nillleguep. At the :ln1 tiative Qf and·.· . . 1 _ 

1'1~ cl-oSf! oo-operat1on w1 th the· Association: af Boman; Catholic ·-J oumaliat:J --: ... ~: 
a P1blicit1 expert, not belongiDg to the University's :pers~l; -g1~es· --~<:, : 
}U'flctieal cou;-~a-~ lr1da7 eveniDgs andSaturaa7.atternoona~ · Further·· ,:_::~·, 

, -· .. 

. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . , . ... . ; .... : 

a leo~urer ot. the Um.vereit:r gives a courc,e on the theor,r ar. the p:eas~. ·- -- -, . 

~ this ~e~ one may bee~ · ~ qualif'ied ~Journallat · ( w1 thout a de~~~). ~ · > 
or take the degree at Doctor at Law vith press seienee as a eubsid1aey · · . . 
subject •. .-._ .. ; , . -. ;_-,·. - . . . . .. 

. -• • . . ::'r .·. .. ~,.. ~· • • • . :' • ~-...... ' -

Finally, a Boman Catholic mcmaetic Order gives.a correaJ)Olldence 
course for Joum.allsts, 1n co-operation with the N1'11eguen U:I?,i.versit7. -'- :. 

2. · · Mun1c1e! Universitz .at Amste~~ ·At-the Institute for :Freas · 

Science, university .courses are given by en Extraordinary' Professor: end)·· 

moreover, a series at eveniJJg lectures is given (duration three .. years). • . , . 
. . .. .- ' . 

The necesear,' .runds .or the Institute. ore supplied by .. th~ n.D.P.; .. . · 

_:·(Association-~ .NeVSJe~l' -~1reetor,e) .end the Ml:ttlicipllity ~ /unSterdam.,(, 
At this Universit," proes .science rmy be chosen as. a . ijUbBidiary . 

subJect for the first.,oxam ~ -~~ ~eve~~ Faculty (_~oU.ti.cal ~- s~ci~ -~ : ··., 

Sc1encee). ·- .. . _,, ·-

. There is at .Amsterdam a Ne.therlands Press lJ.~r,, a cent~l . 

W:st1tute in vhi~h the Boman_ Catholic .~as also ~~ ~• . _ .. · : .• : :;. } c< 

3. Gove:rment U¥versitl of !szden. Thie Universi't7 bas a semi .. , .·· 
aca(lemical traininG, founded 'by the University Fund. raw students.1!J,BJ' 

.. . . . . . 
take ~ss science. _as a subsidiary subject. This is done With the. 

spe~ial intention of .imprintil)g the_ 1Dqiortance or the _press. on th~ _minds . 

- ot tl_iose who in the tuture will occupy .high official . l)Oets • .. '. . ' . . . . . . 
4-. _· Government university of Utrecht~ ~he custodien .. of' the Internatic:maJ. .. 

. . 
~ees Muoeum gives courses _on pr:ess science, Here al.so other. stuclents mJl1 

. . . . . 
take J)rees science as a eub_sidiar,y m,ibject. 

The above-ment1tmed cc:mrses as wll · as the lll8intenonce .Jf the ~as 
librfll'7 at Am.13tordam are due to the initiative and the activity of private 

:persons. 
(b) No gover:miental. measures c~erniDg freedcm. of 1nt"o:rmat1on have 

been affected since, l. Jenuar,y 1948. 

/PHILIPPINES , 



FHII..tl'Piltr. 

Jo new adm1nistnt1ve, legislative or Jud1c19:1 measures have been •. 
in~ in the field ot t'reeclam or :lnfonaat1on since l January 1948. ~: 

fil'IT¥@%!1!) 
. lio DttV adm1.nistrat1ve I lesielative or Judicial l:Zleae\J.l'es have been 

introduced 1n the t1eld of freedom ot Wormation since l Januar., 1948. 

J$IIPtEJ . . . . . ' 
?lo new ·e&n1nirrtnt1Te, legialat1Te or Judicial measures have bee~ 

introduMd 1n the tield at treedm at. 1ntormat1cn aince 1Janua171948. 
. . 

UNION OF SOt1l'H AFRICA 

Jo :nev acbnin1strat1Te, legielat~ve . er Jucli~~al measures have been 
1ntrcxblce4 1n the field or treec1om or· 1nrarmat1on ·s1.nce l Januar.r 1948. 

UNITJ!l> lllC!XM 

The J>e'"Mnent Onitecl Xi?Jgdam Delegation vishes to 1n1"orm the Secreter,• 

General. that the Umted Xingdcm Gcvermnent submitted ver, full 1nf'ormat1cm 1n 

response to the orig1r.al :request ·based on' the provisional agenda or the 

On1ted Natiais Ccmf'erence on Freedom at lntol'Dl8t1on and that consequent]J' 1t has . 
no further 1nto~t1on to submit on these matters. 

\11th regard to the reque"t for 11lforinat1on concerning sovemmental measures 

~ected since l Janue.r, 1948, there are transmitted hereYitb copies of the 

reports ot the Car:m,ittee en tlle ?Av or. Defamation (Cllld.~7536) and of the Royal 

Ccmmiaaion on the Press (Cmd. TIOO). The proposals put forward by the Comittee 

en the Lmr or I>eramation are at present under consideration by the united 

~ G~. Vith regard to the report or the Royal Commission cm tM 

Presa, the attention ct tho Secretary-General. is dra~ to the statement made 

bJ the Lord President ar the Council 1n the Bouse of Camans on 28 July 1949 
that "tbe ao.-ermeint. are pre})G.red to accept the Report ot th& R~ Camziiee.i'1l., 

1n general. Ve regard it as a Tal.Jlable document. n 

-----




