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OF THE UNITl!D NATI~ CON¥'ERE1'CE ON. . 

FREmCM ~ INFOmtA'l'ION . 

I • • • THE IIASBEMtTE .KINGDOM OF -THE· JORDAN 

_; 
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I. Genercl D1acuseton on the Prtnctplee of freedom of Informatton anci the 
Constderetton of Certeln Fund~ntal P:M.nciples 

1. Governments ere tnvitea. to eupply the Secretary-General w1 th 

(a) A conctee eta.tecent of' the conati tut tonal and legal principles applicablE 

to the verioue medta of tn:or.:ietion in their countrtes; 

The Ottoman Lnwa l:'eGbl'dtl\3 the press are tn force, . . 
(b) Tho relevant texts of t.~etr constttuttons, legtelattve enactments 

and recrulattono; 

The Ottoman Lnve recerdtns the preos ere 1.n force. 

(c) The relevP.nt te~ta of prtnetpal J,.1dlctel dectetono; 

There lu{ve been no .1U1tc1al dcctotons involving 

matters of prtnctplo, 

(d) Any relevcnt treaties, convontton3 or other 1nternat1onal instruments 

to which they ere parttee; 

None evatleble. 

(e) Any relev~nt ctftcte.1 papers, e~l.cna.tor:, J!!Cmoi-end.n, ctrculare and 

stetetiente of policy. 

Hone avo.tlcble, 

2, Coverm:iento ere tnvtted to provtdo nnavora to tho f'ollowtne queatt.onel 

(a) tllat tc the legal statue of precs, radio ll?1(1_ neveroel enterprtses. 

Are they• 

( 1) 

(11) 

(Ht) 

(iv) 

(v) 

govemmontlll orgMs; 

publtc corporettons; 
private enterprises controlled by the Stnte; 

co-opera tt ve s; 

prtvnte enterprtoes. 
One Broo.dcaeting ~tatton1 p\t~atcd at Re?:Ullleh in Palestine 

torrt.tory, bas been taken ovel" b;r the Jorden Government, All 

other presa organs ore prtvc.te entorprtceo. 
( b \ nee o your covernment .. 

(t) mtntetn en tnformlltton corvtce vh1ch tJekoe reguler releases or 

provtdea tnfon::iatton and docw:mntatton of any ktnd et ther free or 

tor oelo; 

Yee 

/( u.) maintain 



,· ·. .., 

maintain e.n.y ·news '. ege~cte~; 
No 

· ~-".~-;:·: Efctt.4/Sub;l/107/AM..3 
, · -. P"age 3 .. · - ·:· -_ 

'• ·,· -,· _ ... 

(ttt} -substdtze or in any way"•asstat .·any newa.- agenctes or other 

enterprtees tn the rtel~ ot information; 
No 

(tv) own eheres tti or lend furida to private enterj)rtses in the fteld ' 
or tnformatton;· 

Ho 

(v) publteh .nevspapera; 

. An Otftetal Gazette 

(vt) make -of'ftclel brofldcru3ts; 

. Yea . 

(vu.) produce newereela for _public ·exhtbttton; . · 

No 
(vtU) maks 1.te tnt'ort1atton aervtces avatlable only to· domes_tio users, 

to foretcn users, or to 'both on e~ual termc • . . 
To b~th on equal termo . . 

(c) · .Governmenta nre 1nv1.ted· to provide anawera to the following questions: 

( t) 'What cond1. t!onn govern the establishment· of a newspaper, news 

pe,rtodtcl'.11 rndto bro&dco.stt116 statton or newsreol enterprise. 

Governed. by the lav na per l (a. & b). above • . > 

· ( tt) "1hat torn of control, tr eny, ext.eta covering the tnvaetmant of 

eapt~l 1n.1ntormatton cnterprtses, au.ch as.enqutry tnto the source 

of capital, publtcntton of the sour~e of capital, prohibitton or 

ltmitatton of foreign capital, or limitation of the proportion or 

capt tnl tnvoetod which may be held by any tndt vtdual or group. 

Go?erned by the l~w as per l (a & b) ebove. 

(11.t) What regulattona, if any, extet concerning the ownerehtp, control 

and o.dmintatratton of public or. private enterprises in the field of 

tnfonnatton. 

Governed by the lnw os per l (a & b) ebove. 

/(d) Goveinm.mts 



(d) Governments are 1nv1 ted. to -provide answers to the f ollowine questior..a: 

.. (1) To what extent, if en:,, am on ,Jha:t grounds, d.oes the:1.a.,, of 

your country provide tor the suspension or ouppresoion of media · 

· .. ~,~ · of 1ntormnt1on· •. · · ~ --~ · -· 

(11) 'What body·.or:au~ity· 1e competent to eu.epem· or auwreas. 

(111) What 1s the !)roccd.m.1 e f'oilo'Acxl. by th1G authority. 

•·. ·. (iv} ·l1hat ·prov1e1ons:, 1:f' aey, exist tor adr..iru.etrative and. Judicial 

review. 
Governed by the Def'eme lt~tions, 1939. The authority is 

vested in the Prime !..u.ctstar, '.whose orders e.re executed tbro\16h 
the ?-~ster of' In~icr eontroll1DB the p>lico. Tho Prima 

Uini.etor, on application by tho J,ropriet.or of +..he nows orgm, 

my reviev hio decision. 
. . 

(e) Govemmants are .requeoted to ·s-"'~to the la,.,.. of' tholr• couritcy · 

concernina t.'le corru:r,tion of r:.ed.ia of :1nf'cninticn, 

· \'1ct1m.1eed pcrscma or '1nllt1·tution.J reeort to the Otter.arr· Iaw 

,.rh1ch :protects the ·c1 t1r.iln "OL1neit ·libel.· · ., 

(f) Governments ar6 requested. to eta tc: the co:npoei tion of tribunals which 

ad,Judieato·ul)Oll off'cnoea relAt1nc to media.. of· informt10n (o.g. preea . 
off'enceo)·. c.nl tho procodure·: foll.0'-roo. before such· tribur.al.e. (See also 

parae;rnpis 5 (f) and a· (e) ·l>olmr for· queot1ons· relating to tha law of 

libel.) 

· · '. ·. The 'Various Courts GpeeU'i ed.· in the Preas ~w. · 

I . ' 
' . . ' • . • 1 

' . . . 
. . ~. . • • . i ' > .•. ' • 

.. , , . . 
. ' .. 

, . ,. . . 
• L' ' 

'•. ' 

/rr.. Heaaures 

. . 
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3. Governments are. illVitt'ld to -provide ~.for~q,tio~i°'ab6uti •.': .· 
(a) Their l!l11 ax pro~tice .. hovern:Lng' the entry, reaidenc·e, movema~t and.· 

travel of I1f<'WB :pers•J::•~~J.; 

Hews :pa!·e~!...11~~ _are treated on equal term.'3 a.a aey fore:fgndr. 

(b) Their exi:,erj er,ie, fr fey,· ·1n the· u.sa · of in"ue:ruatio:r..al professional . · 

cnrde for newe percH:>i:J~!3l /See e.lso :pere(;.'.'aph io (b) ·oo}ow7; · 

Gover~errti .dt:es .... not ~C0~1isci iitematicr.al. ;pr~feas,ional cards• 

It issues r-:rees cards to accredit':3.d corresporuienta end:roporters 

to aid them 1n t~~ ~rr~nui'nce of their d.utiea. ·-_, 

(c) Their ~aw and practice, if acy, 3ove1--n~ the expulsion of news 
' . . .. . ' 

· personnel; 
.,. 

Recouroe is me.de to the. provisions for. the expulsion of, 

"und~c.:i:lra·r.lee" ·unde~ the_ !migration tawa. _' · 
An:, s~cisl )J;.lO, re·su.1.ations or prac'tices~ applyinS to or affecting 

foreign news perao:,r:1el; · 

Mews ~raon.nel are treated on equal teni:is ae any foreigner. 

Recourse 1~ ma.de to the pr~vieions for the-~xpulsion of 
. : . . ~ 

. "undesirables" under the Imn:1grat1on Lawe. 

(o) The accessibility of ce~s sourc~a, private and offic~al; and.-~ 

ex1at1n{; distinctions 1n the degree ~f e.ccessibility · t?, such eourc~s . as 

between their own nationals and foreign news :persocnel; 
A :press and publicity section, attached to the Foreign Ministry 

assists nawemen in their activities. 

(f) Their rules and practices gove~inc the. taxe.tioi{~f' foreign and 

domestic news ~enc1es ~ personnel /§ee eloo pare.sreph 5 · (1JJ. 

No distinction is made· in law between nevs agencies end ot~r 
' . . 

c'ommerc ial enterl)riee s •. 

Measures to Factlitate th.a International TrElllBmisaion of Information 

4. Governments are invited to provide into~tion concarning: 

(a) Tm law and_ practice .of en,_.ex1s.ting ceneorobip_; _. .. ';; 

C~naorship is proctis~~ under the Defence B?gulatiQns, 1939. 

. . _ It .1s still 1n force on owtgoing fo:roign press cables end on 
. ' . . . . . 

1neomitl8 foreign news. and publications. 
I' t I ' 

/(b) To what 
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.. 
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(b) To 'Hhat 'extent there· bae been relaxation of~ cenaoreh1p e1nce the ·_ 

termination or ~oetil1t:1ea in World War II, ODd. how the· present· situation 

comperea with pre-war peacetime censorship; 

(c) And to state • 
( 1) Whether censorship is based upon directive a available in advence 

to newa personnel;. 
Directives in o.dvanco are made ave.ilable to· newe !)8reonnel. 

( ii) Whether censorship o~curs before trenemiosion, and if not, to 

-what ex.tent news personnel are accounto.ble for the content~ of 

their diopatehea; · 

It occurs boton, transmission, e.nd. newo poreontlal are not 

accountable for the contents of their d1spatclles~ 

( 111) '1-ihetber censorship is carried out at tha 1>lace of dispatch ,and . . 
. in the presence or tbe eonder, . Md if not, bmi end. when he ·1a 

informed ot eJ.terationa or deletions; 

It is. usu.ally carried o~t 1n tba presence ot the eender who 

~itMeeee the alteration.a or deletions. 
· (iv) The wey in which telesraph charges nre f 1xed on censored mawrial; 

-
(d) Di~erences, it 8Jl1, between transm1ea1on ratoe·-e.nd· services available• 

to dameetic and rore1S?. neva ~genc1os and porsonnal; 

l'to d11"1'erences exist. 

Censorship 1e pre.ctised under the Defence · 

Regulations, 1939. It .ie .et1ll-.1n force on 

oU:tuoing foreign press cables and on 1ncom11l8 

foreign mwa and publ1ce.1t1ono •. 

( e) Current to.rif'fs, quotes or excllanBe. controls t1bieh appl.3' to the import 

of (l) news, and (2) news materials used by the u:edia- or 1.nf'ormc.tion. 
/§ee e.l!JO paragraph 6· (a .. bl7. · .. 

International cablo companieG rates. · •: ' :_. 
' •. I 

(f) Arr:, lee1slat1on, reSU].at1one, · 1.nwr-c;ovormnen-t:.al otreeiu,nts, comnercial 

agreements -(e.g. carteie) or prac_tices, including those which involve too use 

of epec1all1 favoured channels, ·or establish ~r1orit1ea of o roatrict1ve or 
monopolistic nature which o.f'f'ect the mport or e.xpDrt of' (i) nave, and 

/(2) DSWS 
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_. (2f·newa ·mater1ala :fftee -also :p~raph 6 .(~): bel~i~', :·. . : . 

Nona ; - , .. __ . ~ ~ . -. .. . .... 

Measures Concern1C§ the Fl"88 Publ1ce.tion.-and R,i°cept1on·o:f'Informa.tion _·_ ·: /-
5.. Gove~nta are fn,·~ted. to des6:ribe any legal or administrative restr1ct1oruf 

imposed on, and "imy economic coildit16ns aff'ecting, persons or groups wishing to . 
:receive and ~isaeminate inf'ormntion, -ideas and <?Pinions by; . _ _ 

-- (a}' Meae~s ·._hich d1scrm1na~ in ·the provision or allocat1on· of ~qui~nt, 

materials and. facilities; 
The :P:C'8BB lav re:f'ernid ·to above· under 1 ·(a· and. b) applie"t1; -

• (b) . (Que.ationa c'oriceminS censo1-sbip have 'been inoluded above under 
pe.rosraph 4); - ', .. . -

(c) L.imitat1on or 2-eew.ation of -ihe riBht to 'poasesa and o~rate'·.redio 

reca1v1ns aeto coveriDS all' bands· \wed for domestic and 'international 

broadcasts; 
. .. Br,~adc~ting is ~- gov~rnment JllOnopo.ly ~- ·_, . 

6 •. Govenmicnte iu-e invited to 4eflcr1be ai\V ·etepa ' they have taken; either alone -

or ~ co~operation\dth other ·Gove~nts; or any steps they he.ve enn~uri6ed they 

intend to ~aka I which have. iricreae~d. or· would increase the ·emount of dooe1;3tic . 
end ·1nternat1onai info~tion available by: · ·- · - · · · ·:.··., -- ·-:·:.·· .- ·.-

-(a) Such melUlEi as; 1mprov1ns and increasiDB t~ supply of pb1a1cal: · · 

facilities, fo~ eUJ:iplo: printing presses, newsprint, radio ·e4uipoont~ _: 

_film project.ore _and rapid transmission facilities and services J!ee-f3ioo 
.. paragraph 4 (e) abo.vif; . - -

The Govenmient economic policy 'enoouraeea imports· oi prod~cor 

goods • 
. (b) . Removing or al.loviating ox1et1lla tariffs, quotas, regulations '.anci --
exchallBe cootrols a.ffeotills the eupply of ·a·uch ~sicaJ.· :t'ac~ities 

/jee al~o parasraph 4 (e): ab_ov!7; . . . -

Newsprint ie er.empt from :ln:port duty. 
7. · . -Oove?Wnte . are .requ~eted to "deecribe .the ii expor1e'nce·, either alone or 1n 

co.operation with otbor Government~1 encf.. tPe~r :findings, concerning 6lJY maaeu.res 

for 1cprov1na the qaalit:, of' information ~ the direction of gre_ater accuracy, 
. ' . . . . •. . . , · ·. 

objectivity, comprebene1v~nese .and. ·representative charac~r; .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . : . . . . .. 

'l'he Chief Neve Censor anB\lera q'"8r1es ot all nowo organs. 
... ·, . . . .. . . . . . -. ' ' . . ,, . . . . 

/8, Govenm:ents 
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8. · Govel'DJl!ents are· ~v.1~d ~o,e~te tho1r:exi,er1ence1 .~1ther alone:.•.o~ }n 

. co-operation with other Govermoonto, end tbeir findings concern108 eey measures 

taken to counteract false 1nformat1on; . . . . . . . . . . ... 
, . . No ~~o-i'al"•b•h exia:t~· witliin .the -f~~ork ,6-t th~:·cfoie~nt, 

• • ; ~ ~ : .,; • • • • • • • • • '.: • _.I. • •· • • • • .. • ' • • • 

but each ce.se ot fale1!1cat1on ie handled on ite Illerite 1n the .. .. 
· :·: : -· e.ppropr.1ate· me:inor. 

. . .· •, . . : 

9. Goven:mianto are blv1ted. 'to outline tba experience of professional news bodies 
: .• .. . • ' -~- • . ' I- • \ • .. • . -· • • • ' • • • ~ • . • • 1. ~~ 

within their Jurisdiction 1n sny ei'f'orta the latter _"{IJD.y have .made to lay down . . " . " .. . ' .. 

for tbemaelvoe standards of profose1onal conduct and _.comi:ie:tence. 

• · ·. · I~o cormoont to ma.re ~- no im'orra.ation· available. at present. 

10. Oovermr.o.nta are 1nv'ited 
. . 

. . 

(a) To euppl.Y m,y relevant publ1ehad material ond to furnish any ,cop::roonts 

'tbey- ~- wish· to makt, concerning tbe dre.ftiDC. of ~ Chart.or cover.ing ~1shte 
~ • • ~ • • ~ 4" : • • • • • • J • • . ·,' • • • .• • • • ·, , 

tmd obligatione of the JDedia of information, 
'\ .. 

?lo com:oont to D!Oke and no 1nf'ormat1o~ evaila~le at present. 

(b) 'l'o express their v1ewa ecncornin6 tbe e·atabliohment of' mach~cy fo~.­

the · 1aeue -· or 1nte~t1on.el. ~ress1ona1 cards t?r- m~o p-Jreo~i;. ; :i- . ;' .'. 
No comment to ·make e.nd no 1nfo:mat1on available at present,,· . 

ii~' 'GovertJmente' are invited to comment upon_ the conat1tut:lo~ ~ tun~t1o~ of. 

6111 cont1nuina 1nte~t1onal machiner,y tor promotinB the · free_ f~ow ()f t~ 

1ni'ormat1on, the creation of which, in their 9pinion, _the Conference tdgbt . . . . ·. . . . . : . . 
recozmoond. 

No o~nt to inake and no information ~V~1labl~- at ' ~se~t. 
• • I \ •; • . 

12. Govenimants are invited (a) to auppl1 1nfonnat1ori conce.rniDB, and (b) to ,. . . . 

comment on, the operation within their JuriecUction · of foreisn govermental or 

~, cem1-em-ermnentnl 1ntomat1on aervic~e •. Pleao~ o_upply'. tha text~. or .. en::, ~a~a or 

regulations 80Ve~1ng· such· services, ~d tbl :texto of ~ :relev~t ·_1nte~tional 
esreemente.· G6ve·~nts e.re ·also reque'sted to de~cribe the ~t1v1tiea of M1 . . . . . 

sovermnental or aezu-sovermoontal 1nfo:ma.tion eervico_o z:iain~~1ned by them abroad. 

l'to c~nt to· IIClke and -~o into~tion ~va~bi~ at present,:-. . ; . .. 

.. · .. 

· · · Quol1f1cat1ona required. of'. Mudir (monae~r) of a newapapor 
ottomn Press Le:v · ~ted. 13th Rabi' Than1 1331 · 0!1d' 29th March · 

- (Publ1ehacl 1n the Of'ficial Gazette m,. · 190 da.ted 
29th April, 1928.) /Art. 2. Evel'7 



Art. 2. Every responsible Mudil' of a newspaper or publication publ1a~d lli 
Trensjordan., llbatber daily or l)Criodically: 

(a) shall be a TransJordanian; 

(b) . shall have completed his twenty-first year; 

(c) shall not bave lost his c1v~l r1shts nor have been convicted of an 
offence affecting hte cllflraet.er, au.oh a.a theft, torgez-y, suindlinS or 

broach of t~t; · . 
(d) shall be a gre.d.ua.ta or a h18h Dchool or hold a certificate from a 

secondary achool possess1Dg the tull number of classes or be 1n 

possession of a cert11'1cate from some otber school of equal rank; 

(e) a -peraon sranted P3m1esicn to publish a ne,.1spa.r,er or publication of a 

»oliticel nature shall dopooit LP. 150 b1 "dfl1 of security, or.in the 

case of periodical printed matter of a_pol1t1c.Dl nature, LP. lOO • . 

(:r) Where newepa!)ere or poriodice.+ publications, in respect of 11h1ch 

declarations have el.reedy been presented, have not been pu.blisbad or 

have ceased publication or have boen suspended by the Govermnent, the 

responsible Mud1r shall be required to comply with all the above 

condi tiona to enable h!m. to resume publication. , . 

Adherence of Trane,1ordan to the Interna.tional Agreement for the · 

Su?press1on of Obacene Publications 

Decision of the EY.ecut1ve Council publisnad 1n Official Gazette No. 155 d.ated . 
l~.~. . 

Tho Government of TransJorden agrees to adhere to the International Agree-men~ 

tor tbe Suppression of Obscene Publications· signed at Paris on tm 4th May 1910 
and the International Convention for the Suppression of the Circulatfon of' end 

Traff'ic in Obocene Publications drawn up a.t Geneva on the 12th ae.1 of September, 

1923 • . 
. I 

'l'he Officer CooimandinS the Arab Legion is designated a.a the authority cbarsa, 

With the duties ar,eoified 1n Article 6 ot tho Agreoment of llth Mey, 1910. 

The m3thod of transmission of rega.tory comiaaions relatins to offences 

fallinS under the Convention of 12th September 1923 sb&ll be by direct 

oormrnm1cation between the Judicial authorities. 




