UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Distr.
GENERAT

A/B8383/ad4.1
23 November 1971

ORIGINAL: ERGLISH

Twenty-sixth szession
Agenda item 38

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR PALLSTINE
REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST

ote by the Becretary-General

The Secretary-General has received from the Commissioner-General of UNEWA a
supplement te his special report on the‘effect on Palestine refugees of operations
carried out in July and August 1971 by the Israeli military authorities in the
Gaza Strip (A/83823). This supplement is transmitted herewith to the members of the
General Assembly.
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Supplenent to the special report of the Commissioner-General
of pjg_gpltgﬁ watlons Relief and Vorks Apgency for Palestine
Reruyees Ln the TNear Last on the efect on the Palestlne
refugees of operatlonu,carrled out in July and August 1971
by the Tsraeli military authorities in the Gaza Strip
1. On the basis of the information now available tc him the Commissioner~General

confirms that the figures given in the special report for the number of persons
affected and the number of rooms constructed by the Agency or with its assistance
are aprroximately correct: the figures he now has are 1hk,704 persons (against
Tabout 15,0007) and 4,428 rooms (against &,360). He coanfirms that, in’addition,
between 2,000 and 3,000 privately built rooms were demolished. The number of
families involved is lower: 2,410 against the figure of "about 2,9007 given in
the special report. The number of staff members involved is higher: 165 against

the figure of "about 70" in the special report.

2. The breakdown by camp is as follows:
: Agency-built or
Persons Families = assisted rooms
Jabalis 6,340 1,050 2,179
Beach {Shati) L 680 789 1,205
Rafah 3,675 571 1,044
3. The present whereabouts of the displaced refugees 1s believed to be as

follows: about 270 families are in E1 Arish, about 130 having returned from there
to the Gaza Strip; about 30 are in the West Bank of Jordan; about 830 are in the
same camps: and the remainder, about 1,280, are elsevhere in the Gaza Strip. Those
at [l Arish have been provided wifh accommedation by the Israell authorities and
those in the West Bank who had no other accommodation have beén adrmitted to vacant
UNRWA shelters. GSome families remaining in the same camp have found vacant shelters
but the majority have been taken in by relations and friends. Families who left
their camp but did not go to L1 Arish or to the West Bank have found accommodation
by renting vacant buildings or constructing temporary shelter or lodging with
relations or friends, many of them having received compensation from the Israeli
authorities for their property which was destroyed., The Commissioner- General has
no information from official sources about the plans of the Israeli authorities for
further payment of compensation tc refugees whose property was destroyed or for

assistance with the consiruction of housing for them.
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4. The Agency has submitted a claim for compensation to the Israeli authorities
amounting to about $U00,000 in respect of Agency-built or Agency-assisted shelters
and about $36,500 in respect of public and private latrines, garbage platforms and
bins, and water points and drains demolished in the course of the security
operations with which the special report dealt. -

5. Refugees vhose dwellings were demolished and who have remained in the Gaza
Strip continue to receive all Agency services, as do those whe moved to the West
Bank of Jordan. Those whe remain at Bl Arish are collecting their rations monthly

at distribution centres in the Strip.





